BRIEF CONCERNING THE CASE OF CARLOS ALBERTO TORRES AND ISABEL BEJARANO

                Towards the end of November, 2001, an individual telephoned our office in Pamplona.  He asked if we would interview him order to relate his case to us, in the event that Amnesty International would be able to help him deal with an infringement of his human rights.

                As is our custom, we received him.  It was a Saturday morning, a day and hour not habitual for excessive activity in the office of our organization, which guaranteed the tranquillity and confidentiality that these interviews require.

                We were introduced to Carlos Alberto Torres, his companion Isabel Bejarano and their son, Miguel, who was about 2 years old.

                Carlos is a citizen of Argentina, and Isabel is Spanish, born in Catalonia.  Both had previous marriages and now form a civil union, with one son in common, Miguel, and were expecting another, as evidenced by the advanced state of pregnancy of Isabel.

                Throughout the morning they described their situation and difficulties to us.  It was a long and complicated story full of twists and turns that they view as an ideological persecution with racist overtones, relating to Carlos being Argentinean.  They maintain this point of view because of the judicial actions carried out against them, the behaviour of various administrative and political authorities of the region of Rioja, and of the national police in the interactions they have had with them.

                In their story they tell us a complicated plot replete with false accusations and judicial procedures, which have been taken against them in the Rioja, and which obligated them to appear before a judge in some cases.  They have also had to make statements and be interrogated by the police, who showed up in the business establishment they ran, consequently assaulting and damaging their public business.

                This business was a cafeteria, Greira, The Good Coffee, a franchise that they had started in a storefront they remodelled themselves in Colon 55, in front of the Building of Health of Rioja.  It was a growing business that kept them busy for a long time but which permitted them to obtain the means necessary to live and pay the costs of investment that they had incurred in setting up the business.

                As they relate, in the treatment they were subjected to, various individuals intervened which provoked some altercations, after which they accused Carlos of threats and insults.  An employee of Columbian origin, whom they classify as a dishonest person, also took part.

                The required authorities intervened and raised unfounded accusations against them.  For example, they say Carlos insulted the Spanish state, the Chief of State and the president of the government.

                The fear of the events made them spend a night in the cafeteria.  On the 25th November, this fear, based on the requirement to appear at the police station the following day, and the possibility of being arrested, made them load some of their belongings into their car and abandon the cafeteria, with all of their goods inside, to move to Pamplona.

                This decision was influenced by the lack of support from various persons of political relevance, to whom, either out of friendship or being clients of the cafeteria, they had approached.  Also, they received some advice from a few others, such as the mayor of Navarrete in Rioja, who, based on his personal experience, advised them to abandon the province of Logroño, which he classified as a feudal power, against which nothing can be done.

                At the first opportunity, they found refuge in a country house in the valley of the Baztan and waited to find the help necessary to correct the situation.

                As we have commented, on that occasion, the local chapter of Amnesty International could do little in a case that affected the country, but we put them in contact with a lawyer we have confidence in, who could better orchestrate the different actions to carry forward.

                After almost a year without having more news of this family, in the month of October they contacted us again.  It had been impossible for them to have an interview with the lawyer that we had indicated, and they had travelled through various places in the country:  Catalonia, Andalucía, Vitoria, Madrid and Galicia.  In every place, they sought attention about their case from various political and administrative persons, as well as from organizations of solidarity, beneficial entities and relevant persons.  They carried an ample amount of documentation with them concerning these contacts, but also a great indignation for the indifference of many of them.  Even so, they were very grateful to others for at least having listened to them, and in some cases helped them with their difficulties.

                Their personal situation worsened considerably after draining their economic resources.  Isabel gave birth in the clinic of Barcelona about two months ago, to a boy they have named Excalibur.

                Now they are living in a flat in Zizur, close to Pamplona, on loan from the owner of a country house in the area of Irurzun where they had spent some time.  The owner has given them the dwelling for whatever time is necessary without any problems.  They barely cover their basic necessities, living almost completely through charitable contributions.

                In addition to all of this, their car, improperly parked, was impounded by the city police.  Facing the fear of being arrested upon going to retrieve their belongings from the vehicle, they decided to abandon it in the municipal lot, and asked us to go and retrieve the items.  After some enquiries, we informed them that there was no danger, but that they had to pay the fine and the costs of the days in which the vehicle was impounded.

                They were put in contact again with the lawyer that had previously offered to help them.  He accompanied them and recovered their belongings with no difficulty.

                This lawyer, Edward Santos, took charge of the legal situation in which they found themselves.  There are 33 judicial charges pending against them, four of them penal, and the rest administrative.  He has contacted the procurator of Rioja, Mr. Sobron, in order to examine the situation in the courts.

                In spite of the passage of time and past penalties, the decision to move ahead in search of justice is more and more firm, according to what they tell us.  They want to unravel the plot against them, even though they might have great difficulty in doing so.

                Carlos feels that the cause of this situation could be attributed to a previous situation he went through in Argentina where, as a builder, he developed a residential area for a Spanish company linked to the Opus Dei.  This relation ended in court, in which the verdict declared that the Spanish company had to pay Carlos a large sum of money.  Upon travelling to Barcelona, he was arrested and subjected to a treatment that, in his opinion, takes on hair-tingling aspects.  The idea of recuperating these debts led him to stay in Spain.

                At this moment his desire is to return to Argentina where he has possibilities to recover economically and professionally, and thus find the solution to the problem in which he finds himself.  A friend who is owner of some laboratories in Argentina has offered to cover the expenses of the return trip.  However, in their current, absolutely precarious situation, they need to find the quantity of money necessary to begin the voyage in good condition, pay off some debts contracted while here and to terminate the legal proceedings they want to undertake.

                Some personalities of the world of culture and sport have promised to help them, according to what they tell us, but they fear that it might be retained, and so instead they have opened an account in the name of their son Miguel, with right of attorney on the part of the parents.

                They have given us an ample documented brief in order that we channel the information to our investigative offices in London, where Amnesty International will review the procedures and form of intervention.

                Solicited on their behalf, we have redacted this brief to verify the relation maintained with the local chapter of Amnesty International.

                Pamplona, 27 October, 2002

     Signed,

Fernando Armendariz Arbizu.
